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The M ovement of Women in Kurdistan

Resolution of Komala's 9" Congress, July 2001

The oppression of women has been going on for along timein Kurdistan. Both officially
and concealed the oppression findsit’sways. In spite of the fact that some countriesclaim
that thereisno oppression of women in their countries, it has been proved that thisis still

happening.

In theworld today the oppression of women ismorevisible. Equality between men and
women in everyday life, society, economics, politicsand in family relations have become a
matter of coursein every feminist movement.

In the debates of society and in the everyday fight for the liberation of women buildt upon
consciousness and knowledge, has focused on the way discrimination and unjust treatment
isgoing on. Freedom fightersand feminists have changed bad cultural habits and
oppression of women in several countries and areas.

Thelslamic cleric government hasruled Iran for well over 23 years, and consists of
reactionary powerswhich work against human equality and technological development.

Thelslamic system in Iran treatswomen asinferior human beings. If a woman testifiesin
court, her testimony counts half as much asa man’stestimony.

Thewoman is made economically dependent of the man, and has no right to control her
own income. Women are discriminated when it comesto economical affairs, for instance
wages.

According to laws and ruleswomen have lower statusin society and in the family. Inthe
family it isthe women who have the responsibility for both house work and the upbringing
of the children.

The cleric government of Iran consists of two parts. Thefanatic conservative and the
reformative. Even if thereformative have loosened a little on the rules and prohibitions,
the main rule still appliesthat the man governsthe woman.

When one of the parts saysthat somethingis prohibited and the other saysthat the same
thing isallowed, they havetried to make confusion in the fight for liberation of women.

In spite of brutal forms of oppression, thefight for liberation of women continues both
inside Iran and abroad. Thisfight standsstrongin society. It criticizesthe social
conditions and demands changesin laws and rules. Women have asaresult of this
obtained great progressin cultural, artistic and literary activities, and also in education.

There has been much unjust treatment, oppression and military occupation in Kurdistan,
but in spiteof that, the feminist political pressure continues. Along with the fact that
women in Kurdistan have participated in the liberation fight, together with all other women
in Iran, they have also taken part in therevolutionary fight for freedom against the Ilamic
regime.

Onedrawback hasbeen that because of the contrasts between Kurdistan and therest of

Iran, and also inwardsin Kurdistan (cities and countryside), women have not been able to
participate fully in the fight to show their strength.

PDF wurde mit pdfFactory Pro-Prufversion erstellt. www.context-gmbh.de



http://www.context-gmbh.de
http://www.context-gmbh.de

Earlier the military national freedom fight was dominated by men. There wereno parties
or organizations which supported the fight of women.

Komala, astheKurdish revolutionary emancipation party, hasraised the flag for
democratic rights and equality of status. Duringthe last 20 years K omala has fought for
equality and liberation from sex apartheid.

Komala hashad alargerolein the development of the political consciousness of women, in
making them know their rights and alter natives of organizations.

There ar two main tasks. Oneisthe oppression that goeson in everyday life, that prevents
women to participate actively in society. Theother isto fight the male dominated way of
thinking which statesthat: “Because| am a man, | havegreater value than you”.

It was Komala that for the first timein Kurdish history organized women as Peshmar ge
(guerilla soldiers). Female Peshmarge and their struggleisa part of Komala's history.
Though Komala had a program for women’s liberation fight, it waslittle power behind it’s
points of view during the last years before Komala resigned from the communist party of
Iran. Thisbecause Komala'sinfluencein the communist party was small, and the women
participated in the organizations without being able to have leading positions.

In light of what was presented at the 9" Congress of K omala, the Central Board asksall the
comrades of Komalato support thefight for liberation of women, and the independent
movement of women. Thefight for liberation has not been given priority for several years,
but now it must be escalated by the women themselvesto lead the fight.

Thefight shall be independent, not dominated by men as earlier.
The Congress discussed the founding of organizations and organs which can beused to lead
the women’sliberation fight. These shall put the conditionsright so that the women can

lead and organize the struggle themselves.

We ask all the female supporters of Komala to be female pioneers, to lead the fight and to
influence the struggle for equality of status.

The Congress states that tragic eventslike killing for honour and suicide influenced by
social pressure are parts of the oppression of women and hasto cease. We ask everyoneto
fight against conditions which creates such tragic events.

We haveto influence and inform the opinion to fight these conditions.
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